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century. In fact, the anonymous letter affair, many of the
features of which remain shrouded in mystery to this day,
played so important a part in the history of the Court of
Berlin during the first decade of the present emperor's
reign, that it deserves a chapter to itself.
What, however, I wish specially to impress upon my
readers is that in spite of the many scurrilous stories that
have been circulated on both sides of the ocean concerning
the alleged intrigues of Emperor William with the fair sex,
since his marriage, nearly eighteen years ago, his wedded
life has been singularly free from storms, and exceptionally
happy. In fact, there are few more thoroughly-devoted
couples than William and Augusta-Victoria, who is to-day
far more comely as a woman than she was as a young girl.
So domestic, indeed, are the tastes of the kaiser, so excel-
lent is he both as a husband and a father, that his home
life may be said to atone for many of his political errors
and shortcomings as a monarch. His loyalty towards his
consort is all the more to his credit, as the Anointed of
the Lord in the Old World are exposed to feminine tempta-
tions in a degree of which no conception can be formed
in this country. In most of the capitals of Europe it is
in the power of the sovereign to make or mar the social
position of any man, and of any woman. Social ambi-
tions coupled with an exaggerated degree of loyalty will
lead many a beautiful woman to cross that border line
which separates mere indiscretion from something worse,
all the more that the reputation of being the fair favorite of
a monarch, and able to influence his conduct, is regarded
as a title to prestige, and has the effect of converting the
fair one into one of the acknowledged powers of the
land.
For an ambitious woman it is something to be treated by

